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On Nov. 1, the Cuban Foreign Ministry delivered a formal protest to the US Interest Section in
Havana containing a detailed description of airspace violations between Oct. 23 and 25. In some
cases, US planes flew over Cuban army installations. In all instances, US aircraft carried out
bombing exercises at firing ranges located on the Guantanamo naval base territory on the eastern
side of the island (about 970 km. southeast of Havana). According to an editorial published in the
Cuban Communist Party's official newspaper Granma, the coup in Haiti has been used a pretext for
daily maneuvers by military planes and helicopters since Oct. 1. Cuban officials say that 45 airspace
violations by US military aircraft have occurred since July 10 this year. Thirty of the overflights were
observed in the Oct. 3-Oct. 31 period. Meanwhile, simulated invasions of the island are underway
in Puerto Rico and on the US mainland. In addition, Granma noted almost continual maneuvers
surrounding the island, involving aircraft carriers, amphibious vehicles and gunboats. During a US
military exercise on Oct. 21, soldiers stationed at Guantanamo simulated a mass occupation of the
base by Cubans seeking escape from the island, and the evacuation of US civilians and foreigners
from the base. A broadcast by Radio Havana described the exercise as a provocation and incitement
to Cubans to flee the island. In September, the Cuban government proposed the withdrawal of
US troops from Guantanamo under United Nations supervision and verification procedures. The
proposal followed an announcement by Moscow on the removal of a Soviet military training brigade
from the island. On Oct. 30 in New York, Cuba's representative to the UN General Assembly's
disarmament commission said that while the US is closing down dozens of military bases within the
United States for financial reasons, Washington is spending millions of dollars on maintaining the
Guantanamo naval base in eastern Cuba. (Sources: Radio Havana, 10/31/91, 11/01/91; Spanish news
service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 11/01/91)
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